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As the founder of Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and We Save Lives, Candace
Lightner has dedicated her life to educating audiences all over the world about creating
change. Her experiences as an advocate, mother, grandmother, and CEO of two grassroot
organizations serve as a shining example of “how one person can make a difference.”
She inspires audiences to rethink their lives, become more involved, create change
and believe that anything is possible. She brings life back to those who have resigned
themselves to the status quo and encourages others to speak out against injustice. She
will motivate, captivate and charm an entire organization.
“When my 13-year-old daughter, Cari, was killed by a multiple repeat
offender drunk driver, the apathy towards this crime was unbelievable.”

Driven by grief and anger, Candace started a revolution and made sweeping changes in
both public attitudes and laws against drunk driving. Her leadership and advocacy was
so successful that drunk drivers were soon held accountable for the deaths, harm, and
grief they caused. She found her life’s purpose and continues to move forward in her
fight to save lives today.

“With every contribution, Candace lights a powerful fire in the
hearts of those who hear her speak.”
– Hitendra Wadhwa, Professor of Practice at Columbia Business School & Founder of the
Institute for Personal Leadership
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When Candace Speaks,
People Are Moved to Action.
Candace Lightner has spoken to large corporate and international audiences for more
than 30 years. She is an inspirational speaker and advocate for those who cannot speak for
themselves.

Candace has authored numerous

Her subjects are varied, timeless, and always remind us how much power one person – on
a mission – can wield. Her delivery style and messages range from sobering to humorous
to impassioned. She’s known for bringing an entire audience to their feet.

of Giving Sorrow Words: How to

“Over time, my efforts helped incite others to action. You kick a few pebbles,
you turn a few stones, and eventually you have an avalanche.”

She has paved the way for thousands of people to believe they too, can start that avalanche.
She believes we all crave solutions that solve critical problems. Candace shows her audience
how to create change through talking about her work as a highway safety activist – actions
that are still changing our views on drunk, drugged, and distracted driving.

“Candace is a captivating and powerful speaker…she was the highlight
of our event.” – Shira Miller, M.D., Founder and President, Physicians for Informed Consent
An Award-Winning Activist, Founder
of Two National Nonprofits, Author
and Executive Producer.

Candace is the Executive Producer of
several videos including the awardwinning Reflections from Inside. As a
cautionary tale for drunk drivers, this
video has hundreds of millions of viewers all over the world, and counting.

articles in major newspapers and
magazines and is the co-author
Cope with Grief and Get on With
Your Life which was featured in
Ladies Home Journal. This book
weaves together many stories that
provide information, reassurance,
inspiration and a support system
for those who have experienced the
worst thing life can bring.

The Philadelphia Enquirer
called it a “Comprehensive and
Compassionate Book.”

From the Washington Times:
“As tragic as the experiences
leading up to it were, the book is
an enjoyable read.”

“No one speaks to energizing the victims of crime to pursue civil
justice like Candace Lightner. If she can bring 1,000 lawyers, law
enforcement, and victims’ rights advocates to their feet speaking at
one of our national conferences, there is nothing she cannot do.”
– Stan Marks, President Emeritus, National Crime Victim Bar Association, Washington, D.C.
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Speaking Topics
How to Transform a Movement into a Revolution. Candace doesn’t just
speak about how to start a grassroots movement or change the culture of a nation; she
is one of the few who has done it. She can identify with the demands of a growing
organization, the choices between pleasing a board and pleasing a constituency, and the
challenges of developing a strategy for success while maintaining the mission’s focus.
Her speech is a passionate and informative “tool kit” for starting a powerful organization

“She speaks with honesty, passion,
and transformative insight
on what it really takes to be a
courageous leader.”
– Student, Columbia University
School of Business

aimed at changing the world for the better.

How Candace Lightner Changed the Culture of a Nation. The story
of a one-woman crusade that became everyone’s crusade and how that is continuing
today with We Save Lives. Candace is more than an activist; she was also the CEO of a
large international corporation managing hundreds of volunteers and a nationwide staff
of more than 40. Candace reveals her personal story and what it took to save countless
lives, and change the culture of a nation, and why she began We Save Lives.

Courage to Intervene. A speech aimed at younger audiences and their parents
that addresses drunk, drugged, and distracted driving. Unfortunately, there exists the
commonly misguided notion that someone else will do the right thing, that someone
else will speak up, that someone else will have the Courage To Intervene. Candace speaks
with tough love, showing young adults how to save lives on a daily basis, one friend at
a time. By encouraging her audience to sign the Courage to Intervene Promise she
continues to save lives.

“Your presentation was educational, motivational, thought provoking
and inspiring. The responses from those in attendance was
overwhelmingly positive and I believe we all shared the same warm,
positive sentiments about you and your contributions to society.”
– Susan Seffrin, Executive Director, Auxiliary to the American Dental Association.

Here Are Some of the Many
Organizations Candace Has
Addressed:
Harvard University, Stanford University,
National Association of Broadcasters,
Center for Creative Leadership, Conde
Nast Publications, SAX LLP, Dräger
USA, The CIA, American Trial Lawyers
Association, International Commission
for the Prevention of Alcoholism and
Drug Dependency, National Restaurant
Association, National League of Cities,
Marymount University, University of
Delaware, Centers for Disease Control,
and the National Center for Victims
of Crime and Grandparents Against
Gun Violence. In addition, she is an
ongoing guest lecturer at the Institute
for Personal Leadership at Columbia
University.

“I have dedicated my life to seeking justice,
changing behavior, and saving lives.”
– Candace Lightner
v.040819
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